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The Classroom as a Catalyst for Change:
Promoting Anti-Racist Pedagogy Through Tolerance
in the Elementary Classroom
Madison Setchell

Introduction & Purpose
Why this topic?
Most current curricula lacks standards that address social justice, equity, and fairness, so it is up to
teachers to ﬁll those gaps. The purpose of my research is to provide teachers with ready to use
resources that they can implement to ﬁll those gaps.

Why is it important to teach tolerance in the context of anti-racism?
•

Tolerance is a stepping stone to anti-racism.

•

Framing anti-racist pedagogy through tolerance allows space for teachers and students to become
comfortable with the terminology and ideas on their journey to becoming better allies and
advocates.

•

If tolerance is not suggested, or discussed, within the classroom, students are more likely to
internalize the injustices they observe and either perpetuate them or ﬁght against them (Jay,
2018).

Research Question
• How can teachers promote tolerance amongst their students?
– What strategies can teachers use to help their students learn the
language of equity?
– What does a tolerance based anti-racist lesson plan look like? How
can it be used?

Why Lesson Plans?
●

Everyday teachers and administrators do not have the extra time to sift through
lengthy academic articles to pull out ideas to teach in their classrooms.
However, those same teachers and administrators are likely to take the time to
read through a lesson plan that clearly and concisely explains a topic.

●

Each lesson plan will align with a Common Core Literacy standard, a C3
Framework Social Studies standard, and one of Teaching Tolerance’s four social
justice frameworks.

●

These cross curricular lesson plans also promote critical thinking which is an
essential soft skill in the adult world.

The Four Frameworks of Tolerance
Identity

Diversity

How does identity shape our views of
others? How does our identity influence
our lives? How does identity affect
relationships?

How are people similar? How are they
different? What makes people different?
How can we actively accept those who
are different than us?

Justice

Action

What is a stereotype? What is bias?
What is an injustice? What is systemic
discrimination? What does
discrimination look like? What is
priveledge?

How can we act to promote tolerance?
How can we get involved to support
justice? What actions can we take to
support those who are discriminated
against?
(Social Justice Standards, 2016)

Methodology
●

The Inquiry Design Model is a lesson plan design that is
based on inquiry rather than rote memorization.

●

The inquiry model follows the C3 Inquiry Arc: students
are asked a compelling question, then they are given
supporting questions, formative performance tasks and
various sources. Finally, students answer the initial
question in the form of a summative argument (Grant,
2017).

Lesson Plan Development
• Utilizing graphic organizers that most teachers and students are
already familiar with (KWL charts, bubble maps, etc.) will allow them
to feel somewhat within their comfort zone while learning/teaching
these topics.
• Integrating children’s literature into conversations about anti-racism
and tolerance allows students to connect with the content. Literature
is a tool that can help students understand complex thoughts and
ideas, as well as invite them to engage their imagination (Assessing
Children's Literature).
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Conclusion
•

Students need to have the tools, and schema, to think critically about difﬁcult
topics. If students are not exposed to controversial issues in schools, then they
lack the skills to converse about them in real life scenarios (Jay, 2018).

•

In order for society to progress, tolerance and racism need to be addressed at the
most basic level in elementary schools.

•

Opening the ﬂoor for discussion in younger grades not only shows students that
they are capable of higher level thinking, but also sets them up for real world
success in navigating controversial conversations (Southern Poverty Law Center,
2019).
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